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Cummings was examined by the Committee on Govern-
ment Contracts. He testified that he had formerly been
the publisher of the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, and
later publisher of the New York World, and that he had
resided in the latter city about eighteen months; his
family still residing in Philadelphia. The purchases made
by him to be shipped on the Catiline consisted mainly of
groceries and provisions, including twenty-five casks of
Scotch ale, and twenty-five casks of London porter; but
lie testified that he did not see any of the articles bought,
nor did he have any knowledge of their quality, nor did he
see any of them put on board the ship. The purchases, he
said, were made from the firm of E. Corning & Co., of
Albany, through a member of the firm named Davidson,
whom Cummings met at the Astor House. Cummings
assumed that Davidson was a member of the firm because
Davidson told him so; he had no other evidence of the
fact. He assumed also that Corning & Co. were dealers in
provisions, but had no absolute knowledge on that point.1
He supposed that the goods were shipped from Albany to
be loaded on the Catiline, but did not know that such was
the fact. All these details he left to his clerk, James
Humphrey, who had been recommended as clerk by Thur-
low Weed. Cummings testified that he did not know
Humphrey before; did not know whether he had ever
been in business in Albany or in New York; took-him on
Weed's recommendation; made no bargain with him as
to salary; did not know where he could be found now.
Bought a lot of hard bread from a house in Boston. Ques-
tioned to whom he made payment for this bread, he an-
swered: "Directly to the party selling it, I suppose/'
"By you?" "By my clerk, I suppose/' Did not recol-
lect who first suggested the purchase of bread. Had no

1 E. Corning & Co., of Albany, were dealers in stoves and hardware.l estate in perpetuity washe aid of Tom A.
